Evidence for a hazardous interaction between ethanol and the insecticide endosulfan in rats.
Protein supplemented diet was protective against the deleterious action of endosulfan on body growth and liver. Hepatomegaly and a reduction of body weight produced concurrently by endosulfan and ethanol were greater in male rats, suggesting that males are more susceptible than female rats to the metabolic stress caused by their interaction. Chronic endosulfan exposure resulted in a prolongation of ethanol sleeping time in female and not in male rats. This finding suggests failure of female rats to metabolize ethanol readily on account of their greater susceptibility than male rats to the hepatotoxic action of endosulfan.